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 in this issue…
Lee Residents Association represents 
the interests of local people, businesses, 
and runs projects and events to promote 
the community at large. Making Lee a 
better place to live and work 

Welcome to the start of something special, our 

new magazine. This is the first of many that will 

focus on what you want to see and do in Lee, 

giving you insight into what is happening and how 

the community can support and get you the right 

information to enjoy the wonders of Lee-on-the 

Solent. Its shops, great views, local amenities and 

what makes this area tick… you!

Despite the current health climate we will be 

concentrating on various subjects, from planning 

information, notices, authority services and policing 

to local wildlife and the businesses that share this 

area.

Please support us, remember it is for you!

04 Lee Ve75 UpdAte 

An update in regard to the effects of 

Coronavius on the planned event

05 coMMittee 

Information on how to contact us and  

team involved in this publication

06 LRA ReView & eVents 

The spring review of recent events 

and upcomming dates

08 Lee, 20 yeARs Ago 

A snapshot of what was happening in 

Lee in the year 2000. Time flies!

10 HeALtH & weLLbeing 

How to stay healthy with simple steps 

to avoid Flu and Coronavirus

12 VeteRAns  Visit 
scHooLs 

Talking to veterans of  World War 2 

on local schools

14 QUestion to Mp 
cARoLine dinenAge 

The question of further developments 

in Lee and Fareham

Enjoy...
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contact@leeresidentsassociation.co.uk
tel: 02392 343782

Articles for this newsletter are correct as  
reported on the 1st March.
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 lee ve75 postponed

> vivamus augue sem, posuere eu egestas vitae, 
gravida vitae nislber quis auguestas placerat, sa-
pien ipsum posuerlit nisl nec egestas vitae  nibh

Dear Member,

 

As the lead of the LRA’s Event Committee and Organiser of LEE VE75, I wanted to 

bring you up to date with a big decision that I have made.

 

The current situation we face with the coronavirus is changing our landscape of what 

we do.

 

Following an announcement released by the Government on the 20th March regarding 

their VE Day celebrations, we had to make the decision to postpone LEE VE75 being 

held over the Many Bank Holiday Weekend to a later date in the year.  

 

From receiving the announcement, which the planning team were waiting for, it was 

clear the Government were wanting to protect the WW2 generation of people, 

meaning they could not attend any VE Day events.

 

Regarding the 8th May, we are going to endeavour to make the centre of LEE red, 

white and blue with bunting and flags plus try to get something organised to mark and 

celebrate VE day which can be shared with the community.

 

Details of when LEE VE75 will be happening will be announced in the near future; for 

now though we just have to press the pause button but Lee will celebrate.

 

All of the planning will be subject to what Government restrictions are in place 

regarding events and social distancing.

 

Please keep safe and well. Speak soon

 

Jonathan 

Further updates of this event can be obtained from 
Jonathan Moore, Event Organiser 

LEE VE75 - Community Celebration for the 75th Anniversary of VE Day

www.leeve75.co.uk
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chairman   John White  secretary  Alison Collett

deputy chairman  Alison Roast  treasurer  Vaughan Bidewell

events, fundraising & publicity
Jonathan Moore   Ray Harding  Chris Austin  

Constance Williams  John White

Health & wellbeing
Caroline Hodkinson  Vaughan Bidewell  Constance Williams

planning & infrastructure
Alison Roast   Brian Mansbridge  Alison Collett  Constance Williams

Membership secretary                                                   
John White

 our dedicated team  
of committee members

contact us 
contact@leeresidentsassociation.co.uk
tel: 02392 343782

All Committee Members can be contacted by 

email at members@leeresidents.org.uk, by  

mail placed in the Lee Residents Mailbox 

in Tesco Express or via our chairman/

membership secretary on 02392 343782
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Annual General meeting

wednesday 15th April at 7.30pm in the bulson Hall,  
st faiths church, Victoria square.

The meeting will be followed by an update of developments in Gosport and 

Lee-on-the-Solent by Councillor Mark Hook, Leader of Gosport Borough 

Council.

Members only. Non-members can join on the door.

The Agenda will include the election of Officers and Committee Members 

and approving the accounts for the year ending 31st December 2019. If 

you would like to propose someone to stand as an Officer or Committee 

Member, nominations must be received no later than seven days before the 

meeting. Please contact the Secretary.

POstPOnED



lRA  Accounts  
for 2019

LRA Review – spring edition

We hope members will enjoy reading this copy of ‘The 

Review’ – a new publication replacing the long-established 

Newsletters.

This more modern approach will, we hope, attract a wider 

diversity of residents of Lee and the surrounding area to 

join our fast-growing Association.

If you have any ideas on how we can make improvements 

for future editions we would be delighted to hear from 

you.

beach Road car park

Following a plethora of adverse comments concerning 

the long-term parking of Motor Homes in the Car Park, 

we were pleased to hear the solution Councillors have 

managed to achieve. It is really good news to learn that 

alternative facilities are being provided at Stokes Bay, with 

the addition of more extra-large bays to accommodate 

these Motor Homes.

Lee-on-the-solent Library

LRA fully support Councillors efforts to keep the town’s 

library open. There has been a terrific response to their 

online questionnaire opposing its possible closure. Thank 

you to all who took the trouble to respond.

LRA website

We have re-designed our website and would love to 

hear what you think of it – good or bad! For details 

about events, news and items of local interest visit: www.

leeresidentsassociation.co.uk.

We also have a Facebook page on www.facebook.com/

leeresidentsassociation 

peak Rush Hour periods

Although well-advertised in advance that the widening of 

the M27 to a Smart Motorway would take 2/3 years to 

complete, I do question why it was necessary to undertake 

work over such a long stretch at the same time.

On a more positive note, it is good to see that work on 

the Stubbington By-pass has now started. Once completed, 

the new highway should make a tremendous difference to 

journey times, particularly at peak rush our periods.

income

£9,013.63

expenditure

£9,648.92

LRA opening balance

£14,497.84

surplus / deficit for the year

-£635.29

LRA closing balance

£13,862.55 

Lee Ve75 funds held in LRA bank

£5,318.60

total funds held 

£19,181.15

details of Accounts 
activity can be see  
on our website 

Information06
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 upcoming events for you in lee

Dates for     your Diary

public meeting  

Tuesday 22nd September at 7.30pm in the Methodist  

Church Hall. Speaker to be announced.

public meeting – Haslar 

A talk by Eric Birbeck – Chair of the Haslar Heritage Group. 

Tuesday 27th October at 7.30pm at the Innovation Centre, 

Bridge Suite 

Members free. Non-members £2 entry or join the 

Association at the door.

community event - tabletop 

These events are held on the 3rd Wednesday of every month 

in the Methodist Church Hall, High Street, Lee. Contact Ray 

Harding 01392 51706 to book a table. Charges are £6 for a 

6ft table and £5 for a 4ft table. Set-up time is 8.30am, finishing 

at 12 noon.

Heritage walks

Learn about the History of Lee Waterfront and the 

development undertaken by the Robinson Family between 

1894 and 1900. 

Dates for upcoming events are 5th May and 2nd June. 

Walks last for around 90 minutes and start at Elmore Car 

Park, going along the seafront to Leon’s Café. Booking is 

not required. Just turn up and enjoy the Walk and Talk.

Lea Residents Association Annual Members 
social event 

Saturday 28th November from 7.30pm in the Bulson Hall, St 

Faiths Church, Victoria Square.

Members only. Admission free.

The event provides a fantastic opportunity to get together for 

some wine, cold finger buffet & music.



 What was happening in  
lee 20 years ago 2000
(circa early 2000)

cherque farm, new estate

The formal planning for the new Cherque farm estate had been 

submitted to Gosport Borough Council. It gave details of where 

some 1050 new houses, roads, open spaces and other facilities were 

proposed to be located.

Maps of the Master Plan were on display in the Lee Library and in 

the Community Centre. LRA was working closely with Councillors 

and Planning Officers to ensure that the developers recognised the 

need for integration into the rest of Lee-on-the-Solent, to provide a 

much-needed boost to our local economy.

Lee beach
Recent radio and television reports were describing Lee’s new 

beach as “vegetative shingle”, due to the green plant growth that is 

believed to be a condition of world-wide scarcity which should be 

conserved as it is of great importance for wildlife, bird feeding and 

coastal conservation.

wheelie bins
Since the introduction of wheelie bins, some nine months earlier, 

many residents had been surprised to find them convenient and 

easy to move. However, the proposed issue of a second bin for 

recyclable items, with alternative weekly collections, had met with 

great public concern and protest.

Jet skis
Following much pressure from the Association over many years, 

Gosport Borough Council had listened to concerns and had 

instituted some controls over the use of Jet Skis at Lee-on-the-

Solent. New buoys have been put in position, which establish a 

safety zone between Jet Skis and Swimmers.

www.leeresidentsassociation.co.uk
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style

 lee-on-the-solent library

vivamus augu varius. 
nullo aliquet egestas 

placeraten ipsuposuere 
eros, slamcorper velit nisl 

nec egestas vitae  eros 

Hampshire CC consultation on the proposed closure of Lee Library 

has produced an amazing response from Lee library users - 17,000 

responses throughout Hampshire.  The advice from councillors and 

public opinion is to support the library continuing to remain open, 

albeit with reduced hours, but be prepared to help perhaps by being 

a volunteer to work alongside the librarian on duty.

mAn fAshion tRips...f

www.leeresidentsassociation.co.uk
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1) Sneeze or cough into a tissue and dispose of it.

2) Wash you hands regularly with soap and water.

3) Keep your hands away from eyes and ears.

4) Avoid close contact in groups.

5) Avoid k iss ing , hugg ing and shaking hands .

 simple precautions 
to help you avoid 
catching or spreading 
germs

www.leeresidentsassociation.co.uk

colds, flu and  
coronavirus.
why are we being told to wash your 
hands regularly with soap and water for 
at least 20 seconds before rinsing them? 
 
(singing two verses of happy birthday 
takes about 20 seconds.) 

Washing with soap and water or applying antiseptic 

gel both kill bacteria but both still leave some 

bacteria on your hands afterwards.

It has been demonstrated that soap and water is 

better because:

The very action of rubbing the hands together 

whilst washing with soap and water helps to remove 

bacteria from the skin surface. However, it leaves 

more bacteria in total than 

a gel, but the majority of 

the bacteria left behind are 

the ones you naturally have 

on your skin and are good 

at fighting off infections and 

harmful bacteria.

Antiseptic gels kill off more 

bacteria in total, but the 

majority of the ones left behind 

are harmful bacteria, as the 

gels kill off more of the natural 

bacteria we have on our skin.

Soap and 
Water is  

better

Health and Wellbeing10

iMpoRtAnt MessAge 
please check that neighbours around you 
are ok and have help.  A phone call to our 
elderly members of the community is 
very much appreciated. 



 Gosport Walking for health

 What is a physician 
Associate? 

 solent view  
medical practice

www.leeresidentsassociation.co.uk

physician associates are healthcare professionals who 
work alongside gps providing medical care as part of 
the multidisciplinary team. whilst they are able to work 
independently, there is always a supervising gp who can 
discuss cases, give advice, and review patients if necessary. 
Although a relatively new role, physician associates have 
been practising in the UK for over 10 years. 

Within General Practice they can: 

•	 take	medical	histories	from	patients

•	 carry	out	physical	examinations

•	 see	patients	with	acute	conditions

•	 see	patients	with	long-term	chronic	conditions

•	 perform	diagnostic	and	therapeutic	procedures

•	 develop	and	deliver	treatment	and	management	plans

•	 provide	health	promotion	and	disease	prevention	advice	for	patients

Their role will vary according to the needs of the Practice and their level 

of experience. Currently they are not able to prescribe medication, or 

request x-rays and CT scans.

The training to become a physician associate is a postgraduate, full-time, 

intensive 2-year university course. In order to enrol on the course, 

students must have already obtained an undergraduate degree in a 

biomedical, life science, or health subject. They must pass both their 

university programme and the UK physician associate national examination 

to be able to work as a physician associate. 

Whilst not doctors, physician associates increase the numbers of the 

medical workforce and increase access to quality care for patients. They 

act in an enabling role, helping to reduce the healthcare team’s workload 

and are greatly valued members of the team.

Here are a few positive things that walking 
can do for your health:

•	 Help	your	heart	and	lungs	work	better

•	 Lower	your	blood	pressure

•	 Keep	your	weight	down

•	 Lighten	your	mood

•	 Keep	your	joints,	muscles	and	bones	strong

•	 Increase	‘good’	cholesterol 

Our local Ramblers Walking for Health Scheme leads a 

walk that starts outside the Solent View Medical Practice 

every Wednesday at 10.30am. The walk lasts an hour 

and a half, including a coffee stop. If you’d like to join the 

walk, or to find out more, come along about 10 minutes 

before the start and talk to the walk leader. The scheme 

also leads several other walks throughout the Gosport 

area. The walks are free, fun and friendly - perfect to 

help you get active and meet new people. 

dr ian bell 
It is with great sadness that we have 

learnt Dr Bell has recently been 

diagnosed with an inoperable brain 

tumour. He will not be returning 

to work in order to spend his time 

with his family.

Doctors in the Solent View Medical 

Practice are increasing their hours, 

and locum Doctors are being 

engaged, to cover Dr Bell’s clinics. 

Despite the shock that all his 

colleagues are feeling, the Practice 

will continue to operate as normal.

11Health and Wellbeing



Wow! It will be 
a great privilege 
to welcome your 
guests into our 

school.

The vision of LEE VE75 was to bring the veterans, 

men and women, who experienced VE Day first hand 

together.   Giving them the platform to share their 

experiences with the younger generation of Lee on 

the Solent, so their memories and the relationship of 

Lee and its role in the war can be captured, shared 

and celebrated through an array of mediums. This 

would create a remarkable and memorable event.

So, on the 10th February, the LEE VE75 planning 

team took a group of both military and civilian 

veterans from VE Day 45 to meet the pupils of Lee 

on the Solent Infant and Junior schools to share their 

memories of experiences of rations, evacuations and 

air raid shelters.

We were very privileged to have the following as  

our guests:

www.leeresidentsassociation.co.uk

 the 75th Anniversary is likely be the 
last significant celebration that our ageing 
veterans from WW2 will sadly be able to 
attend, so it’s important that we capture 
those events and memories in history.

Veterans visit schools12



Ron cross aged 100, is a ww2 d-day veteran who landed on Juno beach June 6th, 
1944. He was a Royal engineer, demolition nco

Vivienne and Alan burns live in Lee and were children 
when Ve day was announced. they were able to give 
their	experiences	and	memories	from	both	a	child’s	
perspective and of being evacuees returning home.  
friends Jill Harris and brenda gilbert returned to their 
old school, which they attended from 1947, as well as 
John green who was a pupil from 1939.

He has been highly decorated, including MBE, 

France & Germany Star, War Medal, 1939-

1945 star and the Defence Medal.

He was accompanied by his son Martyn Cross 

as Ron’s wife felt too nervous to speak to the 

pupils; we will to try to meet and record her 

sometime soon!

dr Ken toat aged 96, is a ww2 veteran, 
ex-tank commander. He has written many 

books (and poems) about the war, including 

Tank!, Tanks Advance, The Bloody Battle For 

Tilly,  

A Fine Night For Tanks and many more. He has 

appeared on TV, radio and in the press, and 

has been an advisor on films regarding WW2.  

He has been highly decorated, including the 

O.B.E., French Legion of Honour, Knights 

Cross of the Order of Merit (from the Polish 

President), etc.  He has been a regular VIP 

guest at Bovington Tank Museum.  He was 

accompanied by his wife Jai Toat.

Children listened to stories about what it was 

like growing up in Lee-on-the-Solent during 

the war years, to inspire some poetry and 

artwork they will be working on.

Their stories were around VE Day. We 

wanted to capture personal details around 

the news of victory in Europe. What was it 

like? How did you celebrate? Who did you 

celebrate with? Did you enjoy a street party? 

Or were you still on the battle front? What 

celebration food and drink did you have? And 

what did you wear?

Julie Roche, headteacher of the infant 

school, said the experience was a wonderful 

opportunity to let children connect with their 

community. ‘We all feel we want war to never 

happen again, the key thing about it is it’s 

living history still and it won’t be for much 

longer. To give children the opportunity to 

speak to people who were actually there is 

priceless.

Two local historians, John Gledhill and Jerry 

Wells, were also there. They will be writing 

articles for the LEE VE75 event focusing on 

the school closing for VE Day 75 years ago 

and the events of 2020. These will feature 

in the LEE VE75 Commemorative Brochure, 

which will be available during the event.

www.leeresidentsassociation.co.uk

 military veterans

 civilian veterans
“…what an amazing opportunity for 
our children.  there has been a big 
buzz in the school today and all of the 
children are talking about it.”

h ay l ey  W i n t e r s , A s s i s t a n t  h e a d t e a c h e r

“…thank you so much for organising 
the visit yesterday with the veterans 
and civilians.  the children and staff all 
thoroughly enjoyed it; indeed, the staff 
have all said they could have spent 
hours listening to them all. it was such 
an honour to have this wonderful op-
portunity.”
m a r g a re t  R o c h o n  d e p u t y  h e a d t e a c h e r

13Veterans visit schools



Many constituents are becoming increasingly concerned 
about air pollution levels on the pennisula, particularly 
through the A32 Lower Quay Air Quality Management 
Area (AQMA), where air toxicity levels are considered  
to be dangerous.  

further proposed housing developments on a grand scale 
north of peel common, where limited transport options 
exist, will, inevitably, lead to increased congestion and 
delay, raising pollution levels still further.

As a consequence, the deadly risks to the very young 
and sufferers of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
conditions (copd) will inevitably increase.

what restrictions would you 
suggest/support to limit any 
further developments served 
by road transport through 
the A32 Lower Quay AQMA 
in the health interests of 
constituents? 

I am strongly opposed to housing 

proposals that threaten the strategic 

gap between Gosport, Fareham 

and Stubbington, and have formally 

objected to both Fareham Borough 

Council and developers on a 

number of these proposals as well as 

Fareham’s Draft Local Plan. 

 

Back in July 2017, Fareham Borough 

Council was flagged as one of the 23 

councils that need to tackle dangerous 

air pollution levels. I believe that any 

housing development in the strategic 

gap would add to the air pollution 

levels in the area affecting the health 

and wellbeing of local residents. >>

 

www.leeresidentsassociation.co.uk

Question to our MP – Caroline Dinenage14

 Question to our mp 
caroline dinenage
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>> The Department of Environment, 

Food and Rural Affairs recorded 

that in 2017 Gosport had a PM2.5 

reading of 10.22 ugm3 which made 

Gosport the 109th highest in the 

country, Fareham stood at 101st 

with 10.31ugm3. These statistics 

were recorded again in 2018 and 

Fareham had increased to 10.5ugm3 

placing it at 75th in the country. 

I recently met representatives 

from the British Heart Foundation 

to discuss air pollution and how 

significantly it can impact the health 

and wellbeing of the local population.

 

It goes without saying that urgent 

action must be taken, and the 

Government’s Clean Air Strategy 

aims to cut air pollution and save 

lives, backed up by new primary 

legislation. The Strategy details how 

the UK will go further and faster 

than the EU in reducing exposure 

to particulate matter pollution. It 

sets out a goal to halve the number 

of people living in locations with 

concentrations of particulate matter 

above WHO guidelines, legislate 

to give councils more powers to 

improve air quality and ensure only 

the cleanest domestic fuels and 

stoves can be sold. I am encouraged 

that it has been described by the 

WHO as ‘an example for the rest of 

the world to follow.

 

The Environment Bill will build on 

this Strategy, and highlight our drive 

to go further to clean up our air 

and fight air pollution so children 

and young people can live longer 

healthier lives. The Bill will set an 

ambitious, legally-binding target to 

reduce fine particulate matter, and 

increase local powers to address 

sources of air pollution, enabling 

local authorities to work with 

families to cut harmful pollution 

from domestic burning by using 

cleaner fuels. This target will be 

among the most ambitious in the 

world and improve the quality of 

millions of people’s lives.

 Committed to protecting 

the  strategic gap between Gosport, 

Fareham and Stubbington, I will 

continue to campaign against any 

future plans to use the space for 

housing developments, as I believe 

that it is vital to protect this land as 

a stretch of countryside that keeps 

communities distinct and prevents 

urban sprawl, whilst providing 

valuable green space to the local 

community. I am also concerned 

about the pressures that extra 

developments would add to our 

already full schools, community 

facilities, dental practices and GP 

Surgeries. While understanding that 

we need new houses, I believe that 

they should first and foremost be 

built on brownfield sites not green 

spaces, which are increasingly few 

and far between in the Solent region.



With action by our local Councillors and pressure from the LRA 

and other residents the Motor Homes in Beach Road Car Park 

that do not fit in the marked parking bays have been advised the 

leave. GBC has provided alternative large spaces in the ‘ten large 

motorhome bays’ located at Pebble Beach car park Stokes Bay.  

 

GBC are looking into other alternative areas.  It is also expected 

that there is likely to be alterations around the entrance to the 

Beach Road Car Park that will still allow what we understand to 

be the ‘smaller motor homes’ to park for what we hope will be 

‘short term parking.

An application has been submitted for the retention of the  

24.72m temporary lattice Mobile Phone mast on the grass  

verge by the CEMAST traffic lights, together with its three  

antenna, two dishes, equipment cabinet and running  

generator for a further temporary  

period of up to 12 months.  

The GBC Planning Authority as well as the LRA and local 

residents are disappointed with the application for  

extending the use of the ‘temporary’ mast.   

GBC have been able to contact the telecommunications  

company regarding the mast and the necessity of the 12  

month period. 

They indicate that as the alternative site is within the 

ownership of multiple parties, the final legal transfer will  

take approximately 3-6 months to complete. This should  

allow the mast to be erected in months 6-9, giving a  

3-month window for testing and decommissioning of the 

temporary site to ensure there is no loss of coverage.  

The permanent mast is to be situated next to the BP  

station on Broom Way where there is an existing mast.

Daedalus Development (picture of Wates housing and Wyndham Hall) 

Some of these new homes are already occupied. The next stage of this

development is where the former Wyndham Hall and nearby buildings 

will be converted into new Daedalus homes that will connect with 

the existing post war housing. On this corner of Daedalus. Currently 

there is a delay awaiting a resolution for the Solent Area nitrate issue. 

The LRA hopes this is resolved soon in order to successfully join the 

existing and new housing by the sympathetic conversion of an  

historic building.

    daedalus development

Planning Report February 2020

www.leeresidentsassociation.co.uk
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> Residents comment

3 years! Will it ever move?

LRA will continue to monitor all planning 
applications that are within conservation 
areas, sea front developments, and those 
that do not conform to the local plan/SPDs

    lee-on-the-solent planning news



fareham planning issues that will impact gosport, Lee and stubbington

The LRA was represented at the National Grid Interconnector (IFA2) Community Liaison 

Group held in January.  The developers were pleased to advise that the height of the converter 

building is 2.4m lower than originally planned.  In most respects the project  

is nearing completion with final tasks such as local cable connections and  

 acoustic shielding being carried out.  Offshore the cable connections to  

France and testing procedures are not planned until later in the year with  

the aim to complete towards end of year.  The Green Area between the  

site and the road with its trees, cycle and pedestrian paths is almost  

complete although unlikely to open to the public until the play equipment

is in place; this will also allow further time for the grass to establish.  

Fareham Borough Council will have the final say on the opening date.

strategic gap - the LRA has submitted comments on  
Fareham’s	Draft	Local	Plan,	specifically	the	housing	numbers	 
that are proposed on the fields that currently comprise the  
fareham/gosport(Lee)/stubbington strategic gap.  

Gosport Councillor Stephen Philpott, explained to the planning committees  

of the LRA and Gosport Society about issues that will impact on the  

Strategic Gap. These impacts will be further congestion along the access  

routes and detriment to the already hazardous air quality management areas on the roads 

that are essential thoroughfares to reach Gosport and Lee. Details have been included in the 

posters placed in Lee Library and on the town Notice Board, as summarised below: 

Fareham’s Future Plans. Fareham has consulted on a new Local Plan and while the formal 

consultation closure date has passed it is still worth submitting your views to the Fareham 

Planning Department.  The draft Plan lays down Fareham policies on housing, industry, shops 

and green space, however, such infrastructure plans that boarder Gosport Borough are likely 

to have a major impact of the quality of life in Lee and Gosport Borough. Some may be able to 

remember when Newgate Lane was a real country lane surrounded by fields….

If you use Newgate Lane and Lower Quay (the A32) or any other route to  

reach the A27, A32, M27 and value your Quality Of Life this will affect you  

and your Children and Grandchildren

•	 Whether	you	have	children	in	school,	and/or	you	are	retired	you	rely	 

 on local services such as schooling and health. These cannot remain the  

 same if there are thousands more houses between us and the national  

 road system and services. The ‘effect’ to both of these age groups is that  

 your “Quality of Life” will be impacted by Fareham’s plans and sooner than you think….

•	 Fareham’s	proposals	in	this	draft	plan	almost	closes	the	gap	between	Fareham	and	Lee	 

 (and Stubbington and Gosport Borough) with areas set aside for housing.  This pressure  

 on our green space is a result of the ‘new town’ plans for ‘Welborne’ not being delivered  

 as promised.

•	 Don’t	think	that	the	Stubbington	by-pass	will	resolve	the	traffic	situation	this	new	road	was	 

 designed to relieve the current traffic problems. The congestion will only increase further  

 with Fareham’s plans to develop new housing in the strategic gap.

•	 Gosport	Planners	have	objected	strongly	to	FBC	on	both	the	proposed	draft	plan	and	any	 

 housing planning applications to access the areas off Newgate Lane via GBC areas.
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> Residents comment

Where is the Strategic  
Gap going?

Quality of life



John white, chairman of LRA, opened the meeting by 
apologising for the change of venue due to a double 
booking at the bridge.  LRA were the first people to use 
the newly constructed cetc building on the enterprise 
Zone and cetc were thanked for their hospitality.

concern was raised over the 
growing number of camper 
vans/Motorhomes parking in 
beach Road car park, making 
it look more like a sea front 
camp site. some residents 
on the sea front, living on the 
ground floor, have their views 
completely blocked.  

Cllr Graham Burgess stated that there 

would an introduction of designated 

spaces in the Beach Road Car Park, 

approximately 6/7 which would be 

outside the main car park.  A height 

barrier would be installed to the main 

car park restricting access.  Every 

effort has been made to address all 

the complaints about the car park – 

speed humps, access etc.

pirates cove play Area 

John White complimented the council 

on the refurbishment of this play area 

which re-opened recently, it is a great 

asset to Lee.

phone Mast? 

Cllr Beavis stated that he had heard 

earlier in the week that this was now 

coming down and a permanent mast 

was going to be installed at the BP 

garage.

The Director of the new Civil Engineering Training Centre (CETC) did 

a short introductory presentation about CETC and the opportunities 

that are available to local people, 65-70% enrolments are from the 

Fareham/Gosport area.  An article on CETC was published in the LRA 

October 2019 Newsletter.

Jonathan Moore, our Events Team Leader, gave a short update on 

the Lee VE75 celebrations to be held 8 May – 10 May 2020 that he is 

developing.  He acknowledged the support that the councillors were 

giving this important event and stated that VJ Day was also going to be 

included as it is an integral part of these celebrations.

Questions to the Counciillors

www.leeresidentsassociation.co.uk

18

 Q&A with councillors  
held at cetc Building  
tuesday 26 november 2019

councillors present:
Cllr Piers Bateman (PB)

Cllr John Beavis (JB)

Cllr Graham Burgess (GB)

Apologies were received from  

Cllr Chris Carter

John White pointed out that as this 

meeting was in an election period, no 

political questions could be asked, the 

councillors were only able to answer/

discuss local issues.

This is a selection of some of the 

questions and points raised.



LRA social event move to another venue, paying bar? 

Jonathan Moore said the LRA were looking at holding a summer event as 

well as the autumn social to enable the LRA to accommodate the increase 

in membership.  Cllr Bateman suggested using the Community Centre to 

encourage members from Lee East.  Lee VE75 day is aimed at bringing all 

Lee areas together.

Cllr Piers Bateman is GBC’s recycling ‘guru’ and is 

part of Project Integra representing Gosport Borough 

Council (GBC).  PB said that Gosport is not good at 

recycling, one wrong item in the recycling bin means 

that the whole lot is contaminated.  However, Gosport 

has been good at reducing the amount of actual rubbish 

that is binned.  GBC collects our rubbish and Hampshire 

County Council (HCC) disposes using contractors 

Veolia.  PB very keen on using incineration for all 

rubbish as is in the Swedish model, which is then used 

for electricity.  There has been no increase in fly tipping 

in the area following charges for various items at the 

tip.  These charges go to HCC.  The Veolia contract 

has recently been extended for a further ten years so 

changes were unlikely in the short term.  Materials 

recycling was limited, with the Government suggestion 

of refunds from retailers for plastic bottles the 

investment in new equipment has halted.

Food Waste – we are unable to do this with our current 

fleet of vehicles, although if incineration is used food 

waste is needed in the general waste to aid burning.  

Dog waste is included in the general waste bin for this 

purpose.

Bins on the seafront in the summer/bank holidays – Cllr 

Burgess stated that additional larger capacity bins were 

placed along the sea front during the summer and the 

frequency of emptying was increased.  This worked well 

and is hoped to be actioned again next summer.
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Cllr John Beavis stated that Hampshire Highways had 

control of parking and were reluctant to amend the 

traffic regulation orders as it would drive traffic into 

residential streets.  JB had asked if Camper Vans/Motor 

Homes could be restricted so could not park on the 

streets between 11.00pm and 7.00am, HCC said NO.

Currently there is no traffic warden, police removed 

the remaining one, GBC offered to pay half wages to 

retain the warden but this was turned down.  Gosport 

is one of the few areas where parking has not been 

decriminalised, it is currently the responsibility of the 

police who are not interested.  GBC hope to finalise 

the decimalisation of parking by the end of 2020. This 

will mean that our enforcers will be able to issue fines, 

prevent double line parking etc these fines will then go 

to the local authority.

Parking/unloading outside Tesco Express, Pier Street? 

– Cllr Beavis stated that the store was a front loading 

store, even though they do have a loading bay in the 

service road at the side of the store.  They have the 

right to park on double yellow lines but not allowed 

to obstruct traffic.  Buses have been held up on Pier 

Street and accidents have occurred in this area.  If this 

occurs again in the future please notify Cllr John Beavis 

immediately.

Parking Permits for Residents – It was acknowledged 

that this did work well in Southsea and parts of 

Portsmouth due to limited parking.  This had been 

investigated in the past and was an unwelcome 

proposition by local residents in Lee.

Shopkeepers/office staff parking in High Street – The 

Lee Business Association (LBA) has tried to discourage 

this parking in the High Street as it is reducing foot fall 

to the shops.  There are annual permits available for 

the car parks on the sea front car parks but the main 

culprits are not interested!  LBA have tried notices to 

local traders/offices but they won’t do it!!

Additional Parking at Daedalus?  Park and Ride? – Cllr 

Beavis stated that this is a conservation area which 

makes it particularly difficult to develop.  Homes England 

are currently re-marketing the site, although GBC 

have expressed that they are happy to take this on.  

Therefore no knowledge of available spare land.

should free parking continue on the seafront?

Recycling 



Questions to the Counciillors Continued
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These are now being held in the area and the 

councillors do receive reports back on problem areas.  

Residents are encouraged to take the opportunity  to 

visit these surgeries with any problems

The beach was replenished from Southampton Water 

and the tides affect the surface; it is cost prohibitive 

to change.  The mud on the beach is above the water 

line and was thought to have been left after works on 

the headland.  Cllrs Burgess/Beavis would investigate.

Mud	on	beach	between	the	Shack	and	Leon’s

streetscene surgeries

A presentation was made to Richard McKay 
who had recently retired from LRA office.

John white thanked all the councillors for  
their input.

There is a capital programme for Lee e.g. 

Interpretation Boards (LRA are contributing  

towards these).  All the Councillors are open to  

ideas and expressed that they are here to represent 

the residents

developing Lee

Has consideration been given to using the 
Manor way playing field as a car park?  

Cllr Graham Burgess stated that it was going to 

be a park with allotments and was in the capital 

expenditure budget for 2020.  Cllr Piers Bateman 

stated he and Cllr Burgess were discussing the ratio 

of each.  The park area would be for quiet reflection 

away from the wind on the sea front and would appeal 

to care homes and would be a safer environment.  

They recognised the need for more allotments and 

noted we had a winning allotment from Lee at the 

Gosport In Bloom competition. 

development next to Library, access at 
rear 

The back road is one way and Hampshire Highways 

controlled.  All development with back road access 

are encouraged to use this.  Hampshire Highways 

have been involved in this development through the 

planning process and confirmed that they thought it 

was safe.

Beach Road/Pier Street one way

Ross House one way – this is currently been widened 

by the Wates development to assist the refuse lorry 

in being able to drive down and not reverse.
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1.	 Be	suspicious	of	all	‘Too	Good	to	be	true’	offers	and	deals

2. do not agree to offers or deals immediately

3. do not hand over money or sign anything until you have checked the credentials  
 of the company or individual

4. never send money to anyone you do not know or trust, whether in the UK or  
 abroad, or use methods of payment that you are not comfortable with

5. never give banking or personal details to anyone you do not know or trust

6. Always log on to a website directly rather than clicking on links provided in  
 an email

7. do not rely solely on glowing testimonials: find solid independent evidence of a  
	 company’s	success

8. Always get independent/legal advice if an offer involves money, time  
 or commitment

9. if you spot a scam or have been scammed contact Action fraud 0300 123 2040  
 or www.actionfraud.police.uk

10. do not be embarrassed to report a scam.  because  
 the scammers are cunning and clever there is no  
 shame in being deceived.  by reporting you will  
 make it more difficult for them to deceive others

UK bank customers  
Your bank or the police will never:

 

Phone you to ask for your 4-digit card PIN or your  

online banking password, even by tapping them into  

the telephone keypad

 

Ask you to withdraw money to hand over to them  

for safe-keeping

Ask you to transfer money to a new account for fraud  

reasons, even if they say it is in your name

 

Send someone to your home to collect your cash, PIN, payment card or cheque book if you are 

a victim of fraud

 

Ask you to purchase goods using your card and then hand them over for safe-keeping

the year 2020
 

Do not abbreviate the year 2020 write it in its entirety.  For example, if you just write  

01/01/20 this could easily be changed to 01/01/2017 just by adding two digits at the end.

 10 Golden Rules to help you beat 
the scammers

if it sounds 
too good to 
be true, it 
probably is!



the gosport society have a special commemoration 
programme during 2020 to celebrate their 50 years 
of promoting the heritage of gosport – buildings, 
environment, culture and people.  some of the events 
which are open to the public during the year are  
detailed below.

you might have noticed several 
fine horses grazing in the 
field on Manor way recently 
and wondered where they 
had appeared from. Rumours 
abounded, but the real reason 
is that they had been stabled 
at crofton Manor equestrian 
centre which recently suffered 
an outbreak of equine flu virus. 

Gosport society 50 years 
promoting our heritage

Gosport Society Exhibition at the Discovery Centre, Gosport

Saturday 4 April – Saturday 18 April 2020.  Entrance Free

Recital and Concert at Trinity Church

Sunday 3 May 2020, 3.30pm.  Suggested donation of £2.50

Alverstoke Michaelmas Fayre

26 September 2020.  Public launch and sale of journal:  Gosport 2020 

– For the Record, Essays in Celebration of the half-Centenary of The 

Gosport Society

This is frequently fatal for horses 

and they had to be quarantined 

for a period of 28 days. Gosport 

Borough Council offered the field 

on humanitarian grounds because, if 

their owners had been unable to find 

anywhere to put them, the horses 

risked having to be put down. The 

horses are healthy and left the field at 

the beginning of March.

During the May Bank Holiday weekend 

8 -10 May, GBC have granted 

permission for the field to be used for 

parking for the Lee commemorative 

events marking the 75th anniversary of 

VE Day.

 

The longer-term plan for the field is 

for it to be turned into allotments, 

with a small park at the front.

Local Information
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More information and details of other  
events can be obtained from 
membership@gosportsociety.co.uk or www.gosportsociety.co.uk

 manor  
Way field



Road users will recognise traffic controls are already in place near the 
titchfield gyratory.  Most of the major works are across the fields between 
collingwood and stubbington although disruptions and traffic controls will 
be in place where road widening, realignment and new roundabouts are 
introduced where the new bypass meets the existing roads. 

The contractors are required to minimise the disruptions outside the peak periods; in the 

mornings until 9:30am and in the afternoons from 3:30pm until 7.00pm, but do expect more 

controls outside these periods and sometimes overnight. More details and updates on the 

works can be found on the HCC website at:  

www.hants.gov.uk/transport/transportschemes/stubbingtonbypass
 

For those who do not wish to type this long URL into their browser, a google search on “HCC 

Stubbington bypass” should get you to the same website.

At the top of Broom Way there will be a dedicated lane for vehicles to go left at Peel Common 

Roundabout going towards Stubbington and the new bypass.

    Work on the stubbington bypass 
has started
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situated beside gosport ferry terminal, the centre is open 
Monday to saturday all year round. Manager Kay, supported 
by assistants Helen, Janice, claire and Lynn, provide a warm 
welcome to visitors and locals alike when they call in.

 the Gosport information centre

The centre provides a plethora of information, services, gift ideas and 

much more which some of you may not know about.

Tickets can be purchased for all sorts of travel, including weekly or 

monthly passes for First Buses, Lucketts Coach Travel (including 

excursions), National Express and Gosport Ferry Summer Cruises.

If it is entertainment you want, Kay’s team can book tickets for 

productions at a variety of venues, including The Kings Theatre, The New 

Theatre Royal, The Sultan Show etc.  Organisations are encouraged to 

promote local events and activities through the centre.

Automatic Number Plate Recognition cameras 

will check the registration of vehicles entering the 

Household Waste Recycling Centres against the 

number plates that have been registered with the 

Hampshire database.

 

 

Hampshire residents who have pre-registered up to 

three cars or 4x4s will be able to freely enter the sites 

without any delays or further checks being required.  

From 1 April 2020 customers from outside Hampshire 

will be charged £5 each time they use a Hampshire 

facility.

 Register your vehicle for ongoing free access 
to hampshire’s Waste Recycling centres

Local Information
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Registration and more information:
www.hants.gov.uk/wasteandrecycling/recyclingcentres/vehicle-registration

If you are unable to go on-line registration can be carried by telephoning 03005551389



Around one hundred members braved a cold Autumn evening to share a 
drink – or two! – with the committee in celebration of another successful 
year of LRA activities.

The format this time around was somewhat different to other years, with members being 

encouraged to informally sit at decorated tables. Live music throughout the evening was 

provided by Justine, who gave her services free.

All our cold buffet requisites were sourced from Marks and Spencer and were consumed  

with relish, albeit with the help of a wide range of red or white wine.

We would like to record our grateful thanks to the shops and businesses who donated some  

of the many super prizes for the draw.

Feedback we received (no pun intended!) has been very positive.

 

 

plans are afoot for the 2020 event when a similar programme 
is envisaged. please remember to put the date in your diary – 
Autumn social evening, saturday 28th november 7.30pm at 
the bulson Hall.

 Review of  the Annual members 
social evening held at  the Bulson 
hall, st faiths church on  
saturday 16th november 2019
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Date in  
   your Diary

Autumn social evening,  
saturday 28th november  

7.30pm at the  
bulson Hall.
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Alver Valley Changes Past and Present26

we held an open event on tuesday 21 
January at the Methodist Hall with a guest 
speaker from gosport borough council, 
shelley pearce - Assistant countryside 
officer, who gave us an overview of our  
local wildlife haven. 

Alver Valley was originally arable land, which included 
Grange Airfield.  The valley consists of deep peaty soils 
close to the River Alver, surrounded by gravel deposits 
which were extracted and used in building projects, 
resulting in the creation of many gravel pits.  In the 1970’s 
the site was used for household waste.  The wildgrounds 
represents one of the few remaining unspoilt woodland 
pastures in Hampshire.  The 67 acres were acquired by the 
Borough of Gosport in 1966.  In 1978 it was designated 
a Local Nature Reserve and a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) in 1984 to protect it unique character.

There are still ancient oaks some of which are over 300 
years old!  Old maps were used to name areas in the Alver 
Valley.

Apple Dumpling Bridge was a historic crossing point of 
strategic importance, originally a military flat bridge which 
when flooded the military couldn’t see the edges, now it 
has been rebuilt and is curved with railings so the edges 
can be seen.  The area has other military presence from 
the First World War – training trenches, tank traps, bomb 
craters and pill boxes.

Ecological – seedlings are being introduced to encourage 
butterflies, graylings etc.  On Wednesday’s, volunteers 
assist the Countryside officers in removing brambles, 
suckers etc which if left will revert to woodland.  Some 
Aberdeen Angus cows and sheep graze on the wildgrounds 
to help the land diversity remove saplings and scrub, even 
the poo from the cows is good for animals eg bats.

Funding has been requested for more all-weather footpaths 
to give greater access to all, in winter and summer, 
whatever the weather.  Continually pushing for more 
accessibility for all.

A New playpark has now opened, and a café is now under 
construction, expected to take 3/6 months. There is also a 
CCTV camera to cover this area.

A garden centre is going to be 
built near Grange Farm with 
a new entrance to be built.

A new hide and viewing 
platform looking out over 
the reed beds is now 
complete at Noah’s Lake.

Historic walks are proposed for 
the future.

A few questions were posed by the audience:

Apple Dumpling Bridge Flooding – nothing was going 
to be done about this area as the river belongs to the 
Environment Agency, not Gosport BC, however it is 
frustrating.

What was the Deer population?  Approximately 21, Roe 
deer are relatively common throughout the country.

Mink have been spotted in Hampshire – If any are seen 
they will be dealt with, the problem is getting much 
smaller.  A member of the audience stated that the River 
Meon was mink free, 300 water voles had been introduced.

Signs/interpretation boards – The mot and bailey area 
is in Carters Copse (not a lot to see), signs have been 
vandalised over the years and expensive to replace.

Dogs disturbing nesting birds – Gosport BC policy is that 
no more than four dogs per walker are allowed, dogs do 
however tend to stay to the defined pathways.

You can follow the changes and what is 
happening in the Valley on Alver Valley 
Facebook page.
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It’s	good	to	know	the	passion	for	art	is	
alive and well in Lee with the following 
groups enjoying the social and creative 
aspects of their shared interest :-

ARt GRoups

Lee Art group 

2020 is the 48th year of the Lee Art Group. The 

aims and objectives of the group are to encourage 

the appreciation and practice of the visual arts. 

This is achieved by means of lectures, classes, 

demonstrations, exhibitions and other appropriate 

social activities.

The group meets monthly at Lee Methodist 

Church Hall, in the High Street. This meeting is 

held on the second Tuesday of each month at 

7.30 pm and usually has a demonstration by a 

professional artist, photographer, craftworker or 

similar. The club also organises a “paint as you 

please” session every Monday morning during 

term times at the Methodist Hall. Exhibitions of 

members work are arranged on a regular basis 

as well as workshops and outings. The current 

membership is around 60 and new guests are 

welcome to attend the monthly demonstrations 

meetings by contacting Barry Prosser on 01329 

664802

solent Art society 

Solent Art Society is a small group of around 

two dozen enthusiastic painters working in 

watercolour and increasingly in other media 

too. They meet most Wednesday nights during 

term time at Lee-on-the-Solent Community 

Association’s premises. There are generally a 

couple of visiting demonstrators each term, plus 

occasional Saturday workshops, and trips out. 

Their numbers are limited by the size of the 

meeting room, which makes for a friendly group 

where everyone knows each other, but places 

for new members do come up from time to time. 

If interested, do get in touch via the website at 

www.solentartsociety.co.uk, where you can also 

see examples of their activities and paintings.

the Lowry Art group 

The Lowry Art Group is a very informal group of people 

of all ages who have an interest in, and a desire to paint.  

They do not have a tutor as such, but on occasions they 

have had demonstrations and workshops by various 

more experienced artists.  There is enthusiasm and 

encouragement all round with plenty of self-help and 

discussion going on.   

 

The Group has been meeting for many years in the Lowry 

Room attached to St. Faith’s Church on Thursdays from 

10.00 to 12.00.  If you think you would be interested in 

coming along, or if you happen to have some expertise to 

offer please get in touch with Gillian Ashby 07587 141916 

 Art Groups in lee





Being first out of the blocks and 
getting to the finish line as the 
winner needs drive, focus, power, 
and a channelled will to succeed

Stand out from the also-rans with brand experts 
that get results. Call 0800 644 6993, or email us  
to discuss your next challenge

info@spinningdrum.co.uk | spinningdrum.co.uk

Spinningdrum supports your business in beating 
your competitors with targeted and integrated 
brand development, marketing, design, and 
online communications.




